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Evan Meier

Libretto by Lucas Richmond

A Chamber Opera in One Act



CHARACTERS

Andreas Baader (Baritone)                       Leader of the Red Army Faction

Gudrun Ensslin (Light Lyric Soprano)     Baader's girlfriend and second in command

Ulrike Meinhof (Soprano)                        An RAF member, writer of its manifesto and public statements

A Lawyer (Tenor)

PEFORMANCE NOTES

Singers should take some freedom with the rhythms. The text should be declaimed in a natural, speechlike manner.

Sprechstimme is indicated by "x" noteheads. The singer should produce the indicated pitch, then quickly fall away from it.

The pitch should not be sustained for its printed duration. Sprechstimme is also modified with the directions "nearly spoken"

and "spoken."

Accidentals carry through the measure, but do not carry across octaves. 
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Scene I

Scene:  The high security wing of Stammheim prison where the leadership of the Red Army faction are being held

during trial.  Their specialized “prison within the prison” consists of several cells, all connected to a common room

where they may meet for certain hours of the day to plan their defense.  The cells themselves are full of possessions 

they have been permitted to accumulate in prison: books, record players, papers, and food.  The common room, much

larger than the cells, contains only a fold out table and some chairs.  The guards are never seen, as they only enter the 

room to bring meals and to open or close cells, otherwise they observe from a glass booth some thirty or forty feet 

away, at the end of the large common room.  For our purposes, only the common room and Ulrike’s cell will be 

represented.  The time is the afternoon and evening of May 8th, 1976.

Ulrike sits in the common room, alone. Andreas and Gudrun enter, angry.

The Last Act of Revolution
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